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INTRODUCTION TO
SOLAR BATTERY
STORAGE AND HOW
IT WORKS:
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SOLAR PANELS
Solar panels, also known as photovoltaic (PV)
panels, convert sunlight into direct current (DC)
electricity. They are typically mounted on
rooftops, ground mounts, or other structures to
capture sunlight.

INVERTER
The DC electricity generated by solar panels is
converted into alternating current (AC)
electricity by an inverter. AC electricity is the
form commonly used in homes and businesses.

BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM
The solar battery storage system consists of one
or more batteries designed to store excess
energy generated by solar panels. These
batteries can be lead-acid, lithium-ion, or other
types of advanced energy storage technologies.

CHARGE CONTROLLER
A charge controller is used to regulate the flow
of electricity between the solar panels, battery
storage system, and inverter. It helps to prevent
overcharging and damage to the batteries.

POWER DISTRIBUTION
The AC electricity generated by the solar
panels and stored in the battery system can be
used to power devices and appliances in the
home. During periods of low sunlight or high
energy demand, the stored energy can be
drawn from the batteries.

CONNECTION TO THE GRID
In grid-tied solar systems, any excess energy
not used by the household or business can be
fed back into the electrical grid. This can lead
to credits on your electricity bill, depending on
your local utility's net metering policies.

Solar battery storage refers to using a battery system to
store the energy generated by solar panels for later use.
This technology allows for more efficient use of solar
energy by providing a consistent power supply even
when sunlight is not available or during times of peak
energy demand. It helps to increase energy
independence, reduce electricity bills, and decrease
reliance on the grid. By utilizing solar battery storage,
homeowners can maximize the benefits of their solar
power systems, ensuring a more reliable and
sustainable energy supply.

Here's a basic overview of how solar battery storage works:



Several types of batteries are used for home
storage of solar panel-generated energy, and
each type has its advantages and disadvantages.
Here are the most common types of batteries
and their respective benefits:

Types of Solar Batteries
and Their Features

Flooded Lead-Acid (FLA) Batteries
These are the traditional, deep-cycle batteries often
used in off-grid solar systems. They require regular
maintenance, such as checking water levels and
adding distilled water. Benefits: Low upfront cost,
widely available, and proven technology.

Sealed Lead-Acid (SLA) Batteries
These batteries include Absorbent Glass Mat (AGM)
and Gel batteries. They are maintenance-free, sealed,
and non-spillable. Benefits: Low maintenance,
relatively lower cost compared to other advanced
batteries, good performance in various
temperatures, and a longer lifespan than FLA
batteries.

Lead-Acid Batteries
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Lithium Iron Phosphate (LiFePO4)
These batteries offer high energy density, long cycle
life, and excellent thermal stability. Benefits: High
energy density, long lifespan (up to 10 years or more),
excellent depth of discharge, low maintenance, and
faster charging. They also have better environmental
and safety profiles compared to other lithium-ion
chemistries.

Other Lithium-Ion Chemistries
These include Lithium Nickel, Manganese Cobalt
Oxide (LiNiMnCoO2 or NMC), and Lithium Cobalt
Oxide (LiCoO2), among others.
Benefits: High energy density, long cycle life, and
lightweight. However, they may have lower thermal
stability and safety compared to LiFePO4.

Lithium-Ion Batteries

Sodium-Sulfur (NaS) Batteries: These high-
temperature batteries have a solid-state design,
requiring a high operating temperature (300-350°C).
They are mainly used in large-scale grid storage
applications but are not widely used for residential
purposes.
Benefits: Long cycle life, high energy density, and
efficient charge/discharge characteristics.

Sodium-Nickel-Chloride (NaNiCl) Batteries: Also
known as Zebra batteries, they have a lower
operating temperature (270-350°C) compared to
NaS batteries and have been used in some
residential applications. Benefits: Long cycle life, high
energy density, and good performance at high and
low temperatures.

Sodium-Based Batteries
Redox Flow Batteries (e.g., Vanadium Redox Flow
Batteries): These batteries utilize liquid electrolytes
stored in separate tanks, which are pumped through a
cell stack to generate electricity. Benefits: Long cycle
life, low degradation, and the ability to separate power
and energy capacity by adjusting the size of the tanks.
However, they are generally more suited for large-scale
applications rather than residential use due to their
size and complexity.

When choosing a battery type for solar energy storage,
homeowners should consider factors such as upfront
cost, maintenance requirements, lifespan, energy
density, safety, environmental impact, monitoring, and
protection. Every battery type has its own set of
advantages and trade-offs, so it's important to assess
your specific needs and priorities when making a
decision.

Flow Batteries

Battery Agnostic Inverters
Sol-Ark is an engineering company that designs and manufactures solar power equipment, including solar inverters and hybrid inverters. Sol-
Ark's inverters are designed to work with various battery types, such as lithium-ion and lead-acid batteries, for solar energy storage in residential
and commercial applications.
Their hybrid inverters are well-regarded for their efficiency, reliability, compatibility, and user-friendly features. They enable homeowners to store
energy generated by solar panels in battery systems, providing backup power during grid outages or optimizing solar energy usage.

Sol-Ark does not produce batteries; they produce solar inverters and hybrid inverters that are compatible with different battery types for solar
energy storage. When you come across the term "Sol-Ark batteries," it likely refers to a battery storage system integrated with a Sol-Ark inverter.



CHAPTER 3
How to Choose the
Right Solar Battery for
your Home or Business

Deciding on the correct solar battery for your
home or business depends on several factors,
such as your energy requirements, the capacity of
your solar panels, your desired energy storage
capacity, or how many days you'd like to have
backup for. To select the right solar battery
system, follow these 6 steps.

01 02

04

ASSESS YOUR
ENERGY NEEDS

DETERMINE THE
DESIRED BACKUP
DURATION

CONSIDER SOLAR
PANEL CAPACITY

Calculate your average daily energy
usage by analyzing your electricity bills
or using an energy monitoring system.
Identify your critical loads, which are the
appliances and devices that you need to
keep powered during an outage or
periods of low solar generation.

Decide how many days of backup power
you require in case of grid outages or
insufficient solar generation. This is
particularly important for off-grid systems
or areas prone to frequent power outages.

Make sure your solar panels can generate
enough energy to charge your battery
system and meet your daily energy
needs. If necessary, consider upgrading
your solar panel system to ensure
adequate energy generation.

03 ESTIMATE STORAGE
CAPACITY

Multiply your average daily energy usage
by the number of days of backup power
you require. This will give you an
estimation of the total storage capacity
needed for your battery system.

05 EVALUATE BATTERY OPTIONS
Research different types of solar batteries. Consider factors like value, lifespan, depth of
discharge, efficiency, and maintenance requirements. Each battery type has its pros and
cons, so choose the battery from a top battery manufacturer that can serve your long-
term battery needs. Consider the value above cost and what protections are in place in
case you need repairs or replacement of your battery. You can use the Solar Insure
Approved Vendor List as your cheat sheet for the highest-quality battery manufacturers
that are eligible for the 20-Year Battery Monitoring and Warranty product. 

06 CONSULT A PROFESSIONAL
Work with a solar installer or energy consultant to ensure proper system sizing, integration, and
installation. They can help you assess your specific needs and recommend the best solar battery
system for your home or business. You can use Solar Insure as a hack for identifying the best solar
professionals in your area, leveraging their Certified Installer program, which has a rigorous
vetting process. 

https://www.solarinsure.com/solarinsure-approved-vendor-list-avl
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Benefits of Solar
Battery Storage,
Including Energy

Independence and
Cost Savings

Solar Battery Storage Benefits
Solar battery storage offers a range of benefits, including

increased energy independence, cost savings, backup
power, grid support, and environmental advantages. These

benefits make it an increasingly attractive option for
homeowners looking to maximize the value of their solar
power systems. In some states like California, now is the

time to leverage some of the greatest benefits. 

Energy Independence
Solar battery storage enables homeowners and businesses
to store the energy generated by their solar panels for later

use, reducing their dependence on grid-supplied
electricity. This increased self-sufficiency can offer greater
control over energy costs and usage, as well as a reduced

environmental footprint.
 

Backup Power
Solar battery storage systems can
provide power backup during grid

outages or periods of low solar
generation. This ensures that

critical appliances and devices
remain operational, offering peace

of mind and security in case of
emergencies or natural disasters.

 

Cost Savings
By storing and using solar-generated
energy, homeowners and businesses

can reduce their electricity bills. This is
particularly advantageous in areas with

high energy costs or time-of-use
pricing, where electricity rates vary

depending on the time of day. Solar
battery storage allows users to

consume energy during periods of high
demand or when rates are higher,

reducing grid electricity purchases and
saving money.

Net Metering and Load
Shifting

In some regions, net metering policies
enable solar system owners to sell

excess energy back to the grid,
potentially earning credits on their

energy bills. Solar battery storage can
help optimize this process by storing

excess energy for use during peak times
or when solar generation is low,

maximizing the financial benefits of net
metering.

 

Grid support and stability
Solar battery storage systems can

contribute to grid stability by providing
stored energy during times of high
demand or when the grid is under

stress. This helps to reduce strain on the
grid and can potentially delay or

prevent the need for costly
infrastructure upgrades.

 

Environmental Benefits
By using solar-generated electricity,

homeowners and businesses can
reduce their reliance on fossil fuels and

lower their carbon emissions. 
Solar battery storage enhances these
environmental benefits by ensuring

that more solar energy is utilized,
further decreasing greenhouse gas

emissions and supporting the transition
to renewable energy sources.
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Maximizing your Solar
Battery Systems Usage
and Lifespan

Maximizing your solar battery system's efficiency
and lifespan involves selecting the right battery,
ensuring proper installation and maintenance,
and employing strategies such as energy
arbitrage and power dumping to optimize its
usage. Here's an explanation.

ENERGY ARBITRAGE AND
POWER DUMPING

Energy arbitrage and power dumping
are strategies employed to optimize the
use of solar battery storage systems. 

Energy Arbitrage involves purchasing
electricity from the grid when demand
and prices are low and selling it back to
the grid when demand and prices are
high. 

Power Dumping refers to releasing
excess stored energy from the battery
back into the grid when it is
advantageous to do so. These strategies
can help reduce energy costs and
enhance the efficiency and value of the
solar battery system.

UTILITY COSTS AND TIMING
ENERGY DUMPING

Utility Costs alter based on the time of day
and overall energy demand. Time-of-use
(TOU) pricing structures reflect these
variations, with higher prices during peak
demand periods and lower prices during
off-peak hours. By strategically dumping
excess stored energy back into the grid
during peak demand times, homeowners
and businesses can potentially earn credits
from their utility provider or offset the costs
of electricity purchased during periods of
higher prices. This approach maximizes the
financial benefits of a solar battery storage
system while also supporting grid stability
during periods of high demand.



Connecting your Solar
Battery System to the
Grid and/or other
Energy Sources

When connecting your solar battery system to the
grid, it is crucial to ensure that it meets all necessary
safety and electrical standards. This involves
working with a qualified and licensed electrician
who can guarantee that all wiring, connections, and
equipment are properly installed and configured. In
addition, it is important to obtain any required
permits and approvals from your local utility
company or regulatory authority. 

Consult a solar
professional: Work
with a solar
installation expert or
consultant to
evaluate your energy
needs, design a
suitable system, and
obtain necessary
permits.

S T E P  1 :
Hire a licensed
electrician: Engage a
qualified and
licensed electrician
experienced in solar
battery installations
to ensure proper
wiring, connections,
and equipment
configuration.

S T E P  2 :
Obtain necessary
permits and
approvals: Before
connecting your
solar battery system
to the grid, secure
required permits
and approvals from
your local utility
company and/or
regulatory authority.
This might include
interconnection
agreements and
inspections to
ensure that your
system meets safety
and electrical
standards.

S T E P  3 :
Install a grid-tied
inverter: A grid-tied
inverter is necessary
to convert the direct
current (DC)
electricity produced
by your solar panels
and stored in the
battery to
alternating current
(AC) electricity,
which is compatible
with the grid and
your home
appliances.

S T E P  4 :  
Install necessary
safety equipment:
Safety equipment
such as disconnect
switches and proper
grounding should be
installed to ensure
the safe operation of
your solar battery
system and to
protect against
potential hazards.

S T E P  5 :
Establish a net
metering agreement
(if applicable): If your
utility company
offers a net metering
agreement, establish
an agreement with
them to sell any
excess solar-
generated electricity
back to the grid. This
can result in credits
on your energy bills
and enhance the
financial benefits of
your solar battery
system.

S T E P  6 :  
Final inspection and
grid connection:
Once the solar
battery system is
installed and all
permits and
approvals have been
secured, your local
utility company or
regulatory authority
may conduct a final
inspection. After the
inspection, your
solar battery system
can be connected to
the grid.

S T E P  7 :
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*Remember that

connecting a solar

battery system to the

grid should always be

done by qualified

professionals to

ensure safety and

compliance with local

regulations.

NET METERING 
As of now, 41 states, along with Washington, DC, American Samoa, US Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico, have net metering policies in place.
Additionally, some utilities in states without mandatory net metering policies may voluntarily offer net metering arrangements to their customers.
Keep in mind that net metering policies and regulations can vary significantly between states and utility companies, with differences in credit
rates, system size limits, and other rules. It is important to consult with your local utility company and state regulations to understand the specifics
of net metering policies in your area.

California's NEM 3.0 refers to the state's latest version of net energy metering regulations. Net energy metering enables homeowners and
businesses with solar power systems to receive credits for excess electricity generated and fed back into the grid. NEM 3.0 incorporates several
updates and changes to the previous version, including new incentives and requirements for energy storage systems and a shift towards time-of-
use rates.

Energy storage incentives from NEM 3.0 encourage homeowners to install battery storage systems with their solar power systems. This allows for
better energy management, reducing peak demand on the grid and providing homeowners with more control over their energy usage.
Homeowners with solar-plus-storage systems may also qualify for additional incentives, such as the Self-Generation Incentive Program (SGIP),
which provides rebates for installing eligible battery storage systems.



Protecting Your Solar
Battery with Monitoring
and Warranty: The
Importance of a Battery
Replacement Plan

Investing in a solar battery system is a significant
financial decision, and it's essential to protect
your investment with proper monitoring and a
comprehensive warranty. A battery replacement
plan within your warranty can offer added peace
of mind and help ensure the long-term
performance of your solar battery system. Here
are some key coverage points you'll want to
include in your battery coverage. 
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MONITORING
Solar monitoring software enables you to keep
track of your battery's performance and detect
potential issues early. By staying on top of service
calls and claims processing, you can address
problems promptly and maintain the efficiency and
beneficial operations of your solar battery system.
Monitoring also allows installers to provide
proactive support, enhancing customer satisfaction
and the overall ownership experience.

BATTERY REPLACEMENT PLAN
A good warranty should include a battery replacement
plan that covers replacement, for example, below 30%
capacity between years 11-20. This ensures that if your
battery's performance drops significantly during this
period, you can have it replaced without incurring
additional costs. A battery replacement plan helps to
minimize the risk of sudden expenses and maintain the
overall value of your solar battery investment.

HASSLE-FREE CLAIMS PROCESS
A user-friendly online claims portal and fast
processing times for claims make it easy to
submit claims and receive prompt support.
Working with a company that has a
streamlined process ensures that any issues are
resolved quickly and efficiently, minimizing
downtime and inconvenience.

COMPREHENSIVE WARRANTY
A warranty that covers parts, labor, and
replacement with a $0 deductible for covered
claims ensures you are protected against
manufacturing defects, malfunctions, or other
issues that may arise during the warranty
period. By working with a reputable installer
backed by an A.M. Best A+ rated insurance
carrier, you can be confident that your solar
battery system is well protected.

TRUST AND CUSTOMER SATISFACTION
In a competitive industry, it is essential to work
with companies that prioritize your satisfaction
and build trust by taking action. A
comprehensive plan will leave you feeling
confident and secure in your investment.

TRANSFERABLE WARRANTY
A warranty that allows for free ownership
transfer adds considerable value to your solar
battery system if and when you decide to sell
your property. This feature can be a selling
point for potential buyers, as it provides peace
of mind knowing that the solar battery system
is protected for future buyers. 

Protecting your solar battery with monitoring and a comprehensive warranty, including a battery replacement plan,
is crucial for maintaining the efficiency, longevity, and value of your investment. By choosing an installer backed by a
robust warranty with software monitoring, you can enjoy the benefits of your solar battery system with confidence
and peace of mind. All of the features can be found in the Solar Insure 20-Year Battery Monitoring and Warranty. 



Discuss the warranties and guarantees provided by the installer for their
work and the products they use. A reputable installer should stand by
their work and offer warranties that protect your investment, such as
those offered by Solar Insure.

Due Diligence and
Working with a
Credible Installer

When choosing a solar installer, homeowners
should conduct thorough due diligence to ensure
they are working with a reputable and experienced
professional. This helps guarantee the solar power
system, including battery storage, is designed and
installed to meet all safety, performance, and
regulatory standards. Here is a checklist
homeowners can use to verify the credibility of a
solar installer:
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CHECK FOR CERTIFICATIONS

READ REVIEWS AND TESTIMONIALS

ASK FOR REFERENCES

RESEARCH COMPANY BACKGROUND

VERIFY INSURANCE AND LICENSING

INQUIRE ABOUT
WARRANTIES AND

GUARANTEES

 

Review certifications from reputable organizations, such as
the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners
(NABCEP), which sets standards for solar industry
professionals. NABCEP-certified installers have undergone
rigorous training and testing to demonstrate their expertise in
solar system design, installation, and maintenance. Solar
Insure Certified Installers have gone through a diligent
screening process with many qualification points. You can
call Solar Insure to get recommendations for top installers in
your area, Tel: 714-625-8204. 

Investigate the company's history, including how long they
have been in business, areas of expertise, and track record of
successful installations. This information can provide insights
into the company's stability, experience, and commitment to
quality work.

Search for customer reviews and testimonials on various
platforms, such as Google, Yelp, or the Better Business Bureau
(BBB). This will give you an idea of the installer's reputation
and the experiences of other homeowners who have worked
with them.

 Ensure that the installer has the proper insurance and
licensing required by your state or local jurisdiction. This helps
protect you from potential liabilities and guarantees that the
installer is in compliance with all relevant regulations.

Request references from previous homeowners who have had
similar solar systems installed. Speak with these references to
get firsthand information about their experience working
with the installer, the quality of the installation, and any post-
installation support they received.

Obtain quotes from multiple solar installers to compare
pricing, services, and products. This allows you to make an
informed decision based on your specific needs, budget, and
preferences.

COMPARE QUOTES

homeowners can conduct thorough
due diligence to ensure they are
working with a reputable solar installer
who can provide a high-quality, safe,
and efficient solar power system with
battery storage. Working with a
certified and experienced installer,
such as those affiliated with NABCEP
and Solar Insure, helps guarantee a
successful solar installation and a
positive long-term investment.

Solar battery storage is a valuable
addition to a solar power system,
providing homeowners with increased
energy independence, cost savings,
and backup power during outages. To
ensure a successful installation and
long-term performance of your solar
battery system, it is crucial to work
with a reputable and certified installer,
invest in monitoring and a
comprehensive warranty, and follow a
diligent battery replacement plan. By
taking these steps, homeowners can
confidently maximize the benefits of
their solar battery investment and
enjoy a more sustainable and reliable
energy solution for many years to
come.

By following this checklist,



555 Anton Blvd Suite 150,
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 www.solarinsure.com

(714) 625-8204
CONTACT US

As the leading provider of solar monitoring and protection solutions, Solar Insure offers a
unique 30-Year Monitoring and Warranty for solar system owners and a 20-Year Battery

Monitoring and Warranty product for homeowners. Our mission is to safeguard renewable
energy investments, support the growth of clean, sustainable energy and contribute to a

greener future. 
 

With Solar Insure, you can enjoy peace of mind, knowing your solar and battery storage
assets are secure and well-maintained, enabling you to fully harness the benefits of
renewable energy. By partnering with Solar Insure, you're not only protecting your
investment but also taking an active role in promoting a more sustainable world.

 

ABOUT
SOLAR INSURE

https://www.google.com/search?q=solar+insure&oq=solar+insure+&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i512l3j46i175i199i512j0i512j69i60j69i61.1648j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

